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Letter 20
November 14, 2000

City of Citrus Heights

Planning Commission and City Council
6237 Fountain Square Drive

Citrus Heights, California 95621

Dear Commissioners and Council Members:

I live on Woodside Drive, which for many years was the only public road into the interior of
what is now know as the Stock Ranch. In past years, Woodside Drive served as the driveway to
the Van Maren ranch house before it burned down several years ago. Dhring the 60 years I have
lived here, the road has always been known as Woodside Drive, Because the street signs, road
mnpsmﬂlh:nhymuﬁ:gmpaﬂhmﬁfyﬁaandsiﬂnDrhm,Inmhnmndiﬂ:i}rﬂﬁphhmuf
the qualifications of “professional™ repart writers who repeatedly refer to it as Woodside Lane.
'I'hisl::lay'h:avmj'mﬁ:ﬂrmduu.impnnnnl:rmr,hﬂitmrahube&wamjngufﬂ:ﬁpmtmi&!ihr
other, more significant inaccuracies.

Before going on I would Iiicnlunmkeitclmr&mtlhehhuihatwushnuldnmk:mrf reasonable
effort to preserve what is left of the woodland and riparian areas that exist along the creeks. The
key word here is “reasonable.” If the City wants to preserve more than what 1s reasonable, then
the property owner should be compensated for that additional land

As | read through the Draft EIR, several questions came to mind. I must admit, however, that
my opinions come from 6{) years of on-site experience and not from a more scientific review of
documents, aerial photography, biological resources, and vegetation maps; and “filed
mvestigations,” referred to in Section 4.9-1 of the report. My questions and comments are
numbered but they are not in the same order as found in the EIR. This was done in an effort ta
prioritize and present a logical progression.

1. Habitat Types

Table 4.9-1 and Figure 4.9-1 both provide information on the amount of acreage present in
each habitat type. With the exception of the acreage of Intermittent Drrainage, the numbers
are essentially the same. There is, however, a 0.84-acre discrepancy n Intermitient Drainage
between the two listings. What is more disturbing is the 9.3-acre discrepancy between the
total acreage in the Table and the total acreage of the project. According to the map in
Figure 4.9-1, every square foot of ground has been placed in one of the habitat calegories,
Footnote 1 explains, “Acreage does not total to 129 acres due to the measurement techniques
used by Foothill Associates.” How can more than 7% of the land area be unaccounted for
when measurements are reported to 0.01 acre? '

S e N TIEL

It should be noted that the wetlands and riparian areas that extend north and south from the
Arcade Creek corridor were non-existent just a few years ago. These large ficlds were dry
farmed for many years and the entire area was tilled anmually. It wasn't until development of
the land across Auburn Boulevard and Greenhack Lane that year-round runoff allowed

vegelation to thrive,
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3. Dak Woodland

Figure 4.9-1 designates 18.63 acres of oak woodland in addition to the riparian areas along
the creeks, which are also covered with oak trees. 20-5

I believe that much of this oak woodland s misidentified. I would like to eall particular
attention to the area that lies on the north, east, and west sides of the Woodside Drive SPA.

To help you understand my opinions, [ would like to display a map and several photographs.
The mep is a reproduction of Figure 4.9-1 to which I bave added fence lines and my own
“Lot designations” for individual portions. The photographs show specific sites within these 6
lots. - 20-

Lot A is approximately 285 acres and is a part of the almond orchard that is shown on the

south side of the project. When originally planted approximately 100 years ago, the almond
orchard also included all of the Woodside Drive SPA that lies west of San Juan Creek.
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A tres survey hag hesp r:.'n-::-::nth:ba:i:;nr‘uh:nfl:-!.ianﬁm*&:-fﬂ_?:dﬁafﬂ:&m:-a.-;lljr
e referring to. I wes umable o 2cquire a copy of this survey, bot when possibie | have noted tha
suTvey teierence fag oumbers.

Photo # 7 shows fes #1483 of'the survey. This i bes four ks coming ot of the gromd.

ot -

L8 WO on e south side f=l inst yesr 2od the other two will probebly go soom

=]



Lot AZ Is 2 sinall segment of the old aimond orchesd thet contains approcametely 0.85 acss. ’I
This lot is disctussed separstely becanse It does have many more oak trees than Lot Al A Sw,

25 c=n be szen In the beckerornd #r= pice ivees but others soch 2¢ Tree #1438 shown I Photo #8
kave that probisms.

Lot B was once an alibifa field on the Van Maren Ranch. It is spprosamately 235 feet wide and

520 fest deep, making approximately 2.8 acres. Photo #9 was taken from the approximate ¢
gepterline of the extznsion of Woodside Drive. The oak trees at the left edge of the photo are
the fence line betwesn Lots B and C. The row ol mulberry tress is on the easterp boundary of

the lot. Tree #1218, which is identified in the picture, is the closest tres to Woodside Drive and

it is approsimately 275 feet fom the roed. Tres #1219 is approximately 335 feet fom the road
znd tree #1198 is approximately 370 feet. One other scrubby bush that the tree survey called tres
#1173 is &o the almond orchard reomant and is just out of sight o the right edge of the photo

and is shown in Photo £10. \L
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Lot C1, shown &= Photo #11, is 2pproximaiely 170 fest wide and conteins ann*am&:w*.,_‘i T
acres. This area wes formerhy tsed 2s 2 furicey pen. Aliof tur:"-nt-sz-g‘nw-t' Lbﬂ"':::lf :
fineg Tress #1100, 1101, 1105, end 1104 Io Photas £12 end £135 = typical of the fress oz the

WesisTl Councary.
Uofortonstely tress ar= much fke people. They grow, they maturs they g=t old, therr bodies

become weak and brittl .m'ih:}'ﬂ‘uw*srdﬁj: To allow any kind of public activity near
zny of these threees wonld border oo gross peghipence. Vet these {rees are within the bounderies

of the propos=d paik.

Photo 711
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